
Prayer 
Christ, born in a stable  Give courage to the homeless; 
Christ who fled to Egypt  Befriend the refugee; 
Christ who fasted in the desert  Have mercy on the hungry; 
Christ who hung in torture on the cross Comfort those in pain; 
Christ who died to save us   
Forgive our sin, our greed, our selfishness and our lack of concern; 

Christ save us today from ourselves 
And use us to encourage, befriend, feed and comfort 

those in need as if, Lord, we were doing it to you.  Amen 

Lord's Prayer: 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us the wrong we have done,  

as we forgive those who have wronged us 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  Amen.   

We go to serve God with God’s blessing 

Hymn 301:  'Hark the herald angels sing' 

The Benediction:  

Go in peace and the blessing of God be with you 
this Christmas-tide and remain with you always. 

in response to which the Congregation says "Amen"   

Light your Christingle tomorrow 
and place it in the centre of the table at Christmas dinner. 

The Orange: to remind you of the world 
The Candle: to remind you of Jesus ‘The Light of the World’ 

The Sweets: to remind you of the fruits of the earth  
and God’s good gifts for all 

The Red Ribbon: to remind you of the Love of Jesus  
and of how he gave his life for us 

Tonight  
11 pm Carols by Candlelight 
11.30 pm Watchnight service 

 

Tomorrow : Christmas Day 
Friday 25th Dec 10 am 
Worship for all ages  

(lasts approx about 35 mins)  
Please bring a gift you have received.  

Crèche available  
All Welcome 

The Church of Scotland 

FERRYHILL PARISH CHURCH 

Christmas Eve 2009 at 6.30 p.m. 

CHRISTINGLE  SERVICE 

Welcome to Ferryhill Parish Church 
If you are a visitor you are especially welcome; 

please sign the Visitors' Book in the Vestibule. 

Please feel free to sit where you wish except the gallery 

If you wear a hearing aid please adjust it to the appropriate position  

to benefit from the loop hearing system. 

The Service is led by  The Revd Abi Tomba Nginga (Assistant Minister) 

 and the Revd. Ian Dick (Minister at Ferryhill).   

The Director of Music is Kevin Haggart. 

We approach God 

Call to Worship  (the congregation responds with the highlighted words) 

In the beginning, when it was very dark,  
God said, 'Let there be light' 
And there was light 
In the beginning, when it was very quiet, the Word was with God 
And what God was, the Word was 
When the time was right, God sent his Son, 
He came among us, the Word made flesh: He was one of us! 

Thanks be to God 
Let us worship God. 

Anyone wishing information about Church Membership, Baptisms or Weddings 
should contact the Minister, the Revd. J H A Dick  (telephone 586933) 

or complete one of the Welcome cards available in the pews 

and hand it in when leaving. 

ORDER  OF  SERVICE 

We will stand to sing the first and last hymns 

(but will remain seated while singing) the others. 



Hymn 314:  ‘Child in a managerô  [T: Bunessan] 

Prayer 

God speaks to us through 
The Christmas Story presented by the Sunday Club 

Hymn: 309 óStill the nightô  [T: Stille Nacht] 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS CANDLE 

We light the tall white candle in the centre of the Advent Ring  

to stand for Jesus, The Light of the World 

 

(Please join in the highlighted words) 
Today there has been born to you in the city of David,  a deliverer ï 
The Messiah, The Lord. This will be the sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. 
Glory to God in highest heaven  

and on earth peace to all in whom He delights 
Jesus born at Bethlehem   Be born in us tonight. 

As the candle is lit and the Christingles distributed we sing:  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. A Candle is burning,    
 a flame warm and bright, 
     a candle of hope 
 in Winter’s dark night.   
 While angels sing blessing  
 from heaven’s starry sky,  
 our hearts we prepare now   
 for Jesus is nigh. 

2. A Candle is burning,     
 a candle of peace,  
 a candle to signal       
 that conflict must cease:   
 for Jesus is coming     
 to show us the way;     
 a message of peace     
 humbly laid in the hay. 

3. A candle is burning,    
 a candle of joy.  
 A candle to welcome    
 brave Mary’s new boy.   
 Our hearts fill with wonder, 
 and eyes light and glow   
 as joy brightens winter   
 like sunshine on snow. 

4.   A candle is burning,     
 a candle of love,  
      a candle to point us    
 to heaven above.     
 A baby for Christmas,     
 a wonderful  birth, 
      for Jesus is bringing  
      God’s love to our earth.                                                                                                        

5. We light the Christ candle,   
 now all are aflame,  
 our Christmas Eve candles  
 glad tidings proclaim. 
 O Come all you  faithful,   
 rejoice in this night,     
 as God comes among us, 
 the whole world’s true light. 

Hymn 302 : óIt was on a starry nightô    [T : A starry night] 

THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTINGLES 
Lights are taken from the Christ candle and are used to light the Christingles 

at the end of each pew. That light is then passed on to others in that pew until all 

the Christingles are lit with the light of Christ. 

 

Christingle Carol:   [Tune: God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen] 

1.  Now let us all praise God our King    2.  Now let us all praise God our King, 
  For all the world he made,           For Jesus Christ our Lord,  
  The orange represents the earth,   Who gave his life upon the cross,        
  With all its fruits portrayed.           That we might be restored.  
  For God created all of us                And so to represent his blood  
  We need not be afraid–                  The fruit is bound with red– 
  O Christingle of hope for us all,                O Christingle of peace for us all,  
                    for us all,                       for us all, 
  O Christingle of hope for us all.                  O Christingle of peace for us all. 
 
3.  Now let us all praise God our King,  4.  Now let us all praise God our King, 
  For on that Christmas night        For showing us the way, 
  He gave his son to show the way,   That we might show our love for him, 
  And be for us the Light.        In this and every day. 
  And so within the fruit of earth          And tell the Good news to the world, 
  We set our candle bright–        In all we do and say– 
  O Christingle of joy for us all,              O Christingle of love for us all,  
                                      for us all,                            for us all, 
      O Christingle of joy for us all.                   O Christingle of love for us all.             

 

Our response to God 

Dedication: 

Will you take your Christingle as a symbol of the 
light of Christ coming into your lives and the life of 
the world?  
We will 
Will you take the light of Christ within you,  
and seek to share that light in the places where 
you work, meet and share together? 

We will,  

with the help of the Holy Spirit of God 

So let your light shine that others may see the 
light of Christ in you and give thanks to God. 
God of all, may we, to whom the Spirit gives light,  

bring light to the world.   

Alleluia, thanks be to God. 
 


